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Magalie Roman Salas, Esq.
Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street, S.W.
Room TW-A325
Washington, D.C. 20554

Re: ET Docket No. 01-75,lNotice of Proposed Rule Making
Concerning Broadcast Auxiliary Service

Dear Ms. Salas:

Transmitted herewith, on behalf of Red River Broadcast Co., LLC and
KQDS Acquisition Corp. is a letter signed by the President of those entities.
This letter constitutes a Reply Comment in the above-referenced Rule Making
proceeding. An original and four copies are being submitted.

As specified in the Commissions Notice of Proposed Rulemaking, 3.5 inch
diskettes containing these comments are also being transmitted herewith and
to International Transcription Services, Inc.

In the event there are any questions, please communicate with the
undersigned.

v;2~rw
Arthur B. Goodkind

I
Q'i}Enclosure

o!...-'.... .:)

cc(w/ enc): International Transcription Services, Inc.
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August 6, 2001

Magalie Roman Salas
Office of the Secretary
Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street, S.W.
Washington, DC 20554

REce'VED
AUG" 7 ZO()1
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Re: ET Docket No. 01-75, Notice of Proposed Rule Making Concerning Broadcast
Auxiliary Service

This letter is submitted on behalf of Red River Broadcast Co., LLC ("Red River") and
KQDS Acquisition Corp. ("KQDS") as a reply comment in ET Docket No. 01-75, in
which the Commission has proposed substantial changes in its rules governing the
broadcast auxiliary services (the "BAS").

Red River and KQDS, which are under substantially the same ownership, provide
television service to widely dispersed viewers in a sparsely populated portion of the
United States. The two entities operate television stations in Fargo, North Dakota, Sioux
Falls, South Dakota and Duluth, Minnesota as well as four satellite television stations in
Mitchell, South Dakota, Jamestown and Pembina, North Dakota and Thief River Falls,
Minnesota. The companies also operate 20 television translator or LPTV stations that
rebroadcast one or another of the seven full-service stations. To provide connections
between the various stations and their satellites and translator/LPTVs and to provide
studio transmitter links and other operational links, the two companies presently operate
63 microwave links licensed under Part 74 of the Commission's Rules.

Red River and KQDS recognize the necessity of the BAS rule changes proposed by the
Commission and particularly support changes such as the proposal to permit the use of
digital modulation. Our purpose in this filing is simply to underline the need to
grandfather the use of existing equipment in two instances in which requirements of the
rules are to made more rigorous. One is with respect to the Commission's proposals in
paragraph 25-32 of the Notice of Proposed Rule Making ("NPRM") to revise rules
concerning emissions masks and the other is with respect to the proposals in paragraph 41
to reduce frequency tolerance requirements in some instances.

We have no objection to such changes with respect to newly acquired equipment so that
new compliant equipment will, over time, eventually replace all existing equipment that
does not comply with the new standards. However, many licensees such as Red River
and KQDS make extensive use of older BAS equipment to serve predominantly rural
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areas and would be subject to very substantial economic impact if they were required to
replace such equipment before it has reached the end of its useful life.

We note that the NPRM has specifically proposed to grandfather use of existing
equipment that does not fully comply with the new emission mask and frequency
tolerance requirements. We urge the Commission to adopt those grandfathering
proposals and to provide that the use of existing equipment may continue indefinitely so
that the cost of such equipment may be fully amortized over its useful life.

Respectfully submitted,



Attachment A

DOCUMENT OFF-LINE

This page has been substituted for one of the following:

o An oversize page or document (such as a map) which was too large to
be scanned into the ECFS system.

o Microfilm, microform, certain photographs or videotape.

, Other materials which, for one reason or another, could not be scanned
into the ECFS system.

The actual document, page(s) or materials may be reviewed by contacting an
Information Technician at the FCC Reference Information Center, at 445 12th Street,
SW, Washington, DC, Room CY-A257. Please note the applicable docket or
rulemaking number, document type and any other relevant information about the
document in order to ensure speedy retrieval by the Information Technician.


